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Knighthood of the 21st Century:
There is a knighthood of the
21st century
whose riders do not ride
through darkness of physical
forests, as of old, but through
The forest of darkened minds.
They are armed with a
spiritual armor,
and an inner sun makes them radiant.
Out of them shines healing,
healing that flows from the
knowledge of the human being
as a spiritual being.
They must create inner order,
inner justice,
peace, and conviction in the
darkness of our time.
They must learn to work side by
side with angels.

Karl König

FRIDAY JUNE 30TH
Introductions and arrival to Riouwstraat 1, the venue being the Dutch
Anthroposophical Society building and our home over the coming days. Here we had
our first encounter with each other, sharing food and conversation. Arrivals were
continuous during the evening, as such it was decided to open formally the following
day.
SATURDAY JULY 1ST
The first day of the program, with opened after breakfast with introduction circles,
singing and an overview of the coming days and what would be arising over our time in
Den Haag. Johannes and Joanna welcomed us, describing how collectively we
represented over 20 different countries, and were to be made up of around 40 attendees.
We were also introduced to Stephan and Faucon, who were to present ‘Ways of Living
Anthroposophically’ over the coming days after singing, describing the alternate ways
people might find themselves living, and live out an Anthroposophical Life. Today they
introduced the German article ‘Spiritual Streams of the Present Moment and
Theosophy’ by Steiner, translated by Daniel. This covered the basic concept of the need
for spiritual striving in the world, and how to access and present Anthroposophy in a
more open and relevant way to the seekers of this time.
The first action on our minds was to introduce everyone present, and to give each a
chance to describe their youth work internationally. Due to the time that this took,
some took place over the following days. Here is a simple summary of each speaker and
their presentation on this day. Following lunch, there was given a beautiful Eurhythmy
performance, followed by a coffee and tea break, and a summer dinner amongst the
continuing presentations by all present.

Ritika & Shashank presented their work in India, in the very clear coming together of a
tangible and effective section being planted, despite great challenges in overcoming
such vast distances and ways of communicating and keeping the torch alight.
Milena & Paul presented the work in Switzerland, via significant support and programs for
refugees. Such solid working together is desired to lead to combined reading groups for the
lessons, working with the School of Spiritual Science, and continuing the weekly
cooking/dinner bringing together both young and old.

Sophie talked about her work in Dornach with the YS, and the work she has been doing
in helping organizing so many events, making connections, and her desire to ‘give back’.
Ioana followed this by describing her Romanian roots, and her work in networking,
building connections and bringing together cohesively the questions of the youth in our
time. This was followed by Constanza, who described her role as the leader of the
Section- always asking what is needed, what is being searched for (more from Constanza
in coming days regarding School of Spiritual Science)
(LA/US) Frank presented his arrival into Anthroposophy, and his work in Elderberries
Threefold Café in LA, where study groups are organized, lectures, café work, social
initiatives and also the organizing of the ‘How We Will’ conference in August. The
coming together of the House, the Café and of the conference form a threefold nature.
Carried on by Nathaniel, in his work with the Youth Section and organizing of major
conferences and social threefolding in the States. “The world runs by the people who
show up”.
Nahuel and Fransisco began together, Nahuel delving into the Buenos Aires section, with
vast organizing and carrying out of meetings exploring sexuality, biography, challenges,
and facing the questions of our time. Fransisco talked then of the early work starting in
Ecuador following the significant earthquakes in 2016 and the questioning of what nature
is trying to tell us and how to recover and work in mind with harmony, and of upcoming
conferences and themes on these topics.
Johannes and Janna then took the time to delve into what brought them to bring this
Gathering into reality, and initiate a formal YS in Holland. Johannes told of his varied
work with youth and young people in the country, but his disappointment at times in
discovering mainly older people active under the Anthroposophy umbrella, and the
desire to bring in and connect the youth impulse. Janna followed on from this by talking
of her deep need for the “spiritual nourishment and food” of Anthroposophy, at times
more crucial and important to her than the physical sustenance to support life. Here she
brought the critical point to life- how we can be alive and present here on Earth, such a
beautiful opportunity and experience, while simultaneously destroying our planet and our
humanity?
Roi, Ran and Rachel spoke of the work in Israel, the need for peace amidst a country and
indeed area of the world experiencing severe conflict. They described how Anthroposophy
in Israel is gaining traction and strength through various avenues, and the gathering of
young people’s coming together and talking, and really listening to what is needed and what
the impulse is in Israel. Currently they are trying to build a structure around what comes
next, and how to bring the movement forward.

Nana and Felipe (also Uruguay) here introduced the UK Youth Section and its work,
describing how they co-created and hosted the 2016 Gathering, and their deep roots
and desires to understand the world and create meaning. Emerson College as the
heart of this movement, asking the critical questions, and some background of the
UniBusCity project and speaking through Eurhythmy.
Zhenya, Darina and Tanya spoke of the Russian (Moscow) youth movement, with deep

ties in the vast history and foundations in Anthroposophy in this country, and what is
currently being undertaken. Reading together, discussions and movement/ music are
often being done here, of note for the future is looking at expanding or exploring the
reach throughout Russia (despite the vast size of the country). Asking what means
freedom? How to receive spiritual wisdom and knowledge?
Temiko from NZ, currently based in Sweden spoke of her deep passion for
Anthroposophy with her Fathers background in Homeopathy, despite there being no
formal or working Youth Sections in either country (something she is looking into for the
future). Her main area of work is in the very youngest of youth; the questions arising
from the nature of education today and increasing digitization of childhood and
adolescence. She raised the Rumi quote “you are not a drop in the ocean, you are the
ocean in a drop”, urging us to think of the youngest coming into a world with complexity
causing such problems for the children of today.
Sophie followed this with her work in Sweden for YIP (and her background in Den
Haag) and her leadership in developing and carrying out the YIP program. She spoke of
the course content, working out of multiple countries- in particular Brazil and Sweden,
and the value of such real world and holistic education, which rose of the
Anthroposophical impulses of the founders.
Agnes and Laila spoke then about the work in Barcelona, and the Spanish youth
movement, through their experiences in various backgrounds, but also through having
completed the YIP program and building on from the learnings there. The goal is to
come together with study groups and youth activities and to ask what the world needs
and how this is coming together.
Hannes talked the of Belgium, and his work in exploring academically the nature of people,
of thought, philosophy and culture. He asked how we are to collaborate and cooperate with
Nature, and is exploring through his studies in philosophy what is needed now and for the
future? The Brussels group gets together and studies, and is very active and engaged.

Sandra finished the presentations for now with her background in Germany, but her time
in Brazil, drawing on her poignant early experiences and her time with YIP. Also, her
relationship to Elderberries and LA given the internship at YIP, and her passion for body
work and healing, and receiving the nature inherent in Mother Earth and the Cosmos, and
feeling the true breathing of ourselves and our world.
-We finished our evening with the touching and exquisite performance by Nana, Felipe,
and Milena exploring the timeless questions- ‘what is love?’. Judging by the faces and
expressions of those present, and the feeling of warmth and energy following, this gave
our group a feeling of grounding and balance amongst our heady day of ideas and
discussions. Although I cannot speak for all those who were present, my first thoughts
upon leaving the room were to call my own loved ones, and to hear their voice and
express my own feelings of love, as complex and conflicted as they may sometimes be
for our fellow human beings.

Group singing then concluded the evening, as we went our ways for preparing for the
following day, some playing games, listening to music, chatting, or simply-being
present.

SUNDAY JULY 2ND
We opened again following breakfast with our catchy ‘Honey Bee’ song with Frank.
Following this we went into group reading by Stephan and Faucon. This morning we
heard the first path- the intuitive path. We heard how Stephan found this to be his way,
although he had carried out Waldorf Teacher Training and was a member of the Dutch
board, he found the warmth- the love and heart of this spiritual striving to be what drew
him in, and described how this feeling is equally important, if not more so, to the more
intellectual inquiry. This path involves using our faith and trust to receive and live the
real truths of our movement.
The message we gained was that in our time, the way to connect people with
Anthroposophy may not be to name it as such, but to transfer our personal warmth
regarding it, and opening our heart.

Faucon then delighted us by describing a dream in which he and his sister passed
beyond the threshold, and were taken to meet the angel Michael. While Faucon delved
into his pocket, holding his notebook and eagerly approaching Michael with eager
curiosity to have his questions answered, his sister approach Michael with a romantic
intention, noting his handsomeness and therefore began a romantic relationship.
Today’s theme was that of ‘Questions of Our Time and the role of the Youth
Section’. Within this, we began by opening the circle to the questions we young
people have today. There were many; insightful, original, curious, and above all,
striking to find and carry meaning forward in today’s materialistic and isolated feeling
of society, with its vast challenges and problems.
This is a summary of the questions and their themes:
PERSONAL

SOCIAL

GLOBAL

WHAT IS IT TO BE HUMAN?

FINDING A LANGUAGE OF
CONNECTION

HOW DO I ENGAGE IN
REALITY? (THE WORLD)

WHAT IS FREEDOM
PERSONALLY?

SEXUALITY IN A HUMAN
WAY?

GROWING INATTENTION &
DISTRACTION IN A DIGITAL
WORLD

DOES THERE HAVE TO BE A
POLARITY BETWEEN LIGHT
& DARK?

HOW DO WE WORK AND
DEAL WITH THE SYSTEM?

HOW TO INCLUDE
EVERYONE?

RECOGNIZING OUR
SHADOW BUT NOT BEING
STUCK IN IT

WHAT IS SCHOOLING? A
PIECE OF PAPER?

THERE ARE NO ANSWERS
ANYMORE- HOW DO WE
TEACH OUR CHILDREN?

ARE WE LOSING OUR
HUMANESS?

HOW TO ENGAGE WITH
OLDER GENERATIONS?

HOW IS IT POSSIBLE WE
ARE DESTROYING THIS?

HOW DO WE PASS THE
LIGHT TO THE YOUNGER
GENERATIONS?

THE MEDIA “NEWS” AND
WHAT IS MONEY?

HOW DO WE FACE OUR
ENORMOUS GLOBAL
CHALLENGES WITH HOPE?

HOW CAN WE NOT FEEL
LOVE FOR LIFE?

MEDIA & THE
PRESENTATION OF GOOD
AND EVIL

HOW TO ENGAGE ALL
DIFFERENT CULTURES AND
VALUES?

HOW DO I FACE MYSELF?

HOW TO DEVELOP
SCHOOLING TO DEAL
WITH THESE QUESTIONS?

HOW TO SURVIVE AS A
SPECIES?

Klara then presented her youth work in the Czech Republic, her background in a very

strong Anthroposophical family, and the seeds being planted in a meeting being planned
for September.

The afternoon then shifted to the preparation for the ceremonial foundation for the
Dutch Youth Section.
What followed was an inspiring and humbling ceremony, with many presenters and
speakers, who collectively with the Dutch Anthroposophical Society and those of us from
the international gathering then carried out the introduction, the blessing with the
Foundation Stone in our different languages, the sealing of the soil from the 12 provinces
and members of Holland, and the feeling of moving forward together. It was incredible to
feel the atmosphere, with over 100 members of the Dutch Anthroposophical society also,
and the way the Section made it possible, and indeed, essential for all present to not only
be part of, but to shape and contribute to this moment, in a local and international sense.
The Section and its 12 founding members built on the curiously perfect number of 12
Dutch regions, each pouring into the Foundation Stone soil from these provinces, before
sealing the stone by the artist who created it. While there was so much one could write
about this ceremony, I can merely hint at the richness and the thoughtfulness that echoed
the formal recognition of the Section. It was beautiful!

Following the intense day with the numerous questions of the morning, and the
ceremony, we were invited to ‘breathe out’ with a coffee break, a summer dinner with
the Dutch Society board members, and the lighting of the bonfire outside, and the
dance party with international music inside. During the dinner, we witnessed together
another beautiful moment- a gift to the founding members in a mineral/stone which was
given to each, and then redrawn at random, only to fit with the other pair. None of the
members now know which half of a pair they hold, but know that there will come a time
when the pieces are brought together again with the equal other.
Serious and intense, but sometimes light conversations were had around the fire, and the
loosening of limbs and expressions of joy were visible inside, to the sounds and flavours
of music following until the small hours of the next morning.

MONDAY JULY 3RD
The late night led to a slightly slower morning start, rounding breakfast into group
singing, and the introduction of the second stream of living Anthroposophy by Stephan
and Faucon.
Here we explored the path of delving into higher faculties of knowledge, in a more
intellectual and curiously driven manner, with sincere seeking at the root of this
approach. It requires trust in this path, with the question “can we dare to think that what
we think is true?” being the cornerstone, and wisdom from the teacher about the
maturity of the student, and the readiness of the spiritual seeking of the individual. We
also learnt that this path lays the groundwork, or foundation for the higher levels.
This lead onto the presentation by Constanza on the School of Spiritual
Sciences, given here in a notation form:
-Steiner, after 1st WW, saw the spiritual world as rife with challenges for the everyday
person, and sought to bring connection with the struggles of the ‘real people’ to life.
Being able to see the spiritual world lead to foundation of the school in 1923/1924, as a
“schooling for the recognition of the spirit”, with 11 faculties, each presenting and
exploring a special window.
-Each section related with realities of life, with mantra (verse) as centre of each. Free
agreement to have a serious interest and connection to reading Steiner’s texts and
studying, learning and growing together.
-The 19 class lessons, each with a verse in the centre to connect with the heart,
perception and senses.
-The importance of learning of Arch Angel Michael- the spirit of our time, and
allowing him to guide the path. Steiner- ‘it is not for yourself, but in the service for the entire
world. The more core strength you receive and work upon, the more able you are to be of help to
the world and the mission of each individual’.
-Youth have a special need, and a gift to search, armed with this inner call. Hence the need for the
Youth Section (YS) arose, without a specific program, but naturally arising from the youth impulse
at the time. Connecting to the bigger picture, and finding the “me” in the YS.

-Then it was time to hear the history of the Dutch Anthroposophical Society, presented by Jesse
Mulder, which is given here in a brief note summary.
-Rising of Theosophical Society in 1875 by Russian Helena Blavatsky, after her death schisms
opened within the movement. The Dutch were involved in this society from the origins, with
strong ties with Annie Beasant.
-Elisabeth Vreede & Ita Wegman as strong Dutch women with prominent roles once Rudolf
Steiner joined the movement. However, over time, the Theosophical movement divided
somewhat, with Beasant and Steiner working together, but with different means.

-Vast chasm appeared with Beasant and co-worker Charles Leadbeater claiming they had found
an incarnate of Christ in a young boy names Krishnamurti; Steiner claiming this to be false
(which was later supported by Krishnamurti himself), resulting in vast complications and
Steiner’s “expulsion” from the Theosophical Society. At this point, he created the
Anthroposophical movement, and thus began a move towards a true society to his ideals, and
arrived back in Den Haag with the urging and support of Vreede, bringing the new movement
strongly to the Netherlands, and cementing a powerful base for future activity.
-First WW, after which Stuttgart opened first Waldorf School. Much Dutch involvement at
various stages, but also conflicts within the general Society between the old and new ways,
culminating in burning down of the first Goetheanum. In 1923, new International
Anthroposophical Society formally established. Steiner dies in 1925, with Wegman at his side.
-Deep internal conflicts follow his death, resulting in Wegman and Vreede being expelled from
the society for their more progressive approach akin to Steiner. WW2 leads to society going
underground, and in 1960 arising from the ashes so to speak to reunite the arms of the societies
and brought forward in the Dutch circles by Lievegoed and the Zeylmans. Noted that the
progression of the Dutch really centered around medical anthroposophy, bringing to light the
‘healing’ impulse of the Dutch, and the work they did to bring together the German elements of
‘spirit’ and the English elements of ‘body’ - in their bridging with the ‘soul’ aspect.
-Hope in the newly recognized Dutch Youth Section bringing the fiery passion into the Dutch
and indeed global Society and movement- bringing evolution from a turbulent past into a
world in need of such impulses as Anthroposophy.
-Santosh gave here his presentation on the Nepalese Youth Section and the work being done.

Research of Youth Sections:
Here we were introduced to the work of the Youth Section in the heart of Dornach. The questions
that Ioana presented as the new research topic for the section are as follows:

What motivates young people’s spiritual striving today? How do young people begin their
search for understanding the essence of humanness? Can listening to young people voicing
their own experiences, ideas and beliefs further our understanding of the spirit of our time?

These are tough questions to answer, and the floor was opened to many voicing and discussing
ideas and thoughts on the ‘how to’, the ‘what’, the ‘why’ of the research. We were asked who
would like to be involved in such research, and were recorded to be given more information by
Ioana and the section following the Gathering. Frank asked whether we can answer such
questions, but rather- to just try to see them, and bring them out in the open, as a good starting
point.
Everything seems to come back at this point to the questions of our time.
We are asked in the concluding moments of this talk the question of ‘what happens if I’m not in
reality’ which led back full circle to the question ‘what is reality?’, a burning topic of this
gathering and the youth present. This seems to very well bring out the importance of asking these

questions in a time where reality and what is real is becoming murkier and more convoluted as
technology and global interconnectedness grows.

TUESDAY JULY 4TH
(These are my summaries of Sophie’s notes of the day)
The final stream on the ways of ‘Living with Anthroposophy’ was read by the group, looking at
the most scientific and philosophic manner of doing so. It was teased out the importance of
balancing this approach with feeling, intuition, only possible through the development of
perception organs. Questions arose about the need for Anthroposophy in learning how to live
life, and to experience the spirit world.
Planning for the 2018 Youth Section International Gathering then arose, this being chosen for
Dornach, for the end of June/early July. The possibility of India hosting the 2019 was also
broached, and questioning who would be able and willing to take on core roles of organizing such
conferences, as Sophie and Paul leaving the Dornach section.

In discussing the theme for such a conference in 2018, it was decided they event should have an
active, light atmosphere, something that lies in true meetings of I, you, we, world. How do we
imagine the future and how can we arrive there? Searching for the vision of young people now,
and asking vital questions is essential in this.
Guan, Felipe, and Marilha then presented their International Youth work presentation on the Latin
America Section. Each country in this area has its own intentions, etc Brazil focuses on the ‘doing’,
Uruguay on the ‘thinking’/studying (currently in shaping stages), and Argentina on being together and
‘experiencing’, etc culture and cultural events. Although this is still in the phase of being “ironed out”, the
future vision is to have one united North and South America group.

Closing of the Gathering:
It is no longer a case of simply “you” anymore, but “we”. We created this together. How can we
ensure and prepare for effective future collaboration? Shaping the context and content together
vital, plus having a safe space to do so, and noted that we “come together not because we are
friends, but we become friends through the common work we do”. We face challenges when
there are multiple or more leaders in a group, and we need to trust each other to work together
and work together in a higher manner.
Thank yous from all, to all: to those present and past, and the immense work this week was
carried by many people, all whom played pivotal roles, and all who shared a wonderful,
meaningful experience to bring forward into our future work on our path along Anthroposophy as
young people. Something very powerful happened here.
Follow up will be provided via email, and contact database created and shared. ( Here I am sure
music, laughter and many hugs were exchanged (!), before singing for the closing of the
Gathering)

WEDNESDAY JULY 5TH
The day was started very early, with the light, as the remaining gathering members alighted
Den Haag early to travel to Dornach for the Meditation Worldwide conference.
Before parting, each who had come to the Gathering received a personal gift- a piece of the
form used to create the Foundation Stone. A treasure beyond words.

Post Gathering Notes: 8th July from Goetheanum
1. Sharing from the pre-conference
2. Worldwide YouthSection Fund
3. Closing
4. How do we want to work together?
1. Sharing from the pre-conference
The participants from the pre-conference that were present in this meeting shared about their experiences.
They shared three questions they brought to the pre-conference:
• An interest in hearing experiences from long-time class members.
• How to relate to the question of membership of the first class?
• What would be a good form, a rhrythm to work together with the mantrums?
From this group, the initiative arose to work as young people with the class lessons on a regular basis.
The meetings should be open for whoever is interested. The choice to participate should be an individual
one.
A question that came up in the meeting: how to involve elders?
A form-proposal to solve the membership question was: for gatherings, plan parallel sessions, where class
members study the class content, and others study another work (for example: foundation stone
meditation).
The class work initiative group consists of Johannes, Janna, Roi, Carmen-Delia, Nana (?).
To do: The initiative group takes on responsibility and invites others in the preparation work.
1. Worldwide Youth Section Fund.
The impulse from the group from the Netherlands is to make gatherings like this „Gathering

YouthSection International“ in future possible. This fund would than be based in the Netherlands; bank
account and practicalities can be taken care of by this group.
We had a conversation to further investigate the possibilities of a fund for worldwide YouthSection work.
One question that came up, was: how can we support the YouthSection at the Goetheanum, whose budget
got cut, to still enable young people to travel to Dornach, to connect with the YouthSection impulse. The
topic „fund“ wasn’t fully thought through, needs some continuation.
To do: take this topic further. Who’s in?
We came to the question about ways to connect over the internet in the form of a platform. The task to
work on this was already delegated to a small working group in the The Hague meeting. Maxime joins the
group. The IT group now consists of Maxime, Roi, Franz, Frank, Stephan, Ritika and Hannes. [Addition:
Elizabeth Kuriakose (volunteering at the Goetheanum in the field of IT) showed interest in supporting us,
if we want it.]
To do: IT group takes this topic (an online co-working space) further.
2. Closing
The preparation of a closing of our time together during Living Connections has been taken on by a small
group. It consisted of sharing, singing and a group awareness exercise.
3. How do we want to work together?
This question has three parts:
• Working towards the next years gathering and conference – this group had been formed in the The
Hague gathering.
• Working on the research project – this group had been formed in the the Hague gathering.
• Taking responsibility from the periphery.
The third part was further discussed: Frank and Sashank took on responsibility to send within three
months from now an overview of where we are at. What are we working on?
To do: Everybody sends within three months some lines on the progress of the work in his/her part
of the world. Frank and Sashank remind us to do so, and bring the writings together in one report.

Additional Details:
Those wanting to join the research project: Roi, Ron Rachel, Agnes, Nauen, Sashank, Santosh,
Frank, Floor, Sophie, Juan, Temiko, Marilha, Rachel, Nana, Johannes, Janna, Merel.
Organising the Youth Conference 2018: Ritika, Rachel, Laila, Floor, Juan, Carmen Delia, Janna,
Johannes, Roi, Sandra, Marilha, Frank, Ran, Merike, Sashank, Klara, Agnes.

Complete photos can be viewed at myalbum.com/album/lpjv6p1wQZ8r

